V 


against  the  country's  Rohtng- 

ya  Muslim  minority 


of  The  Baptist 
Record  (Photo 
bv  William  H 
Perkins  Jr. i 


MUSEUM  SAYS  DEAD  SEA 
SCROLLS  ARE  FORGERIES 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Five 
pieces  of  papyri  passed  off 
as  fragments  of  the  Deed 
Sea  Scrolls  have  been 
declared  fake  and  removed 
from  display  at  the  Museum 
of  the  Bible  in  Washing¬ 
ton.  D  C  .  the  museum 
announced  Oct  22.  The 
f  indings  ere  baaed  on  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  tests  commissioned 
months  before  the  items 
were  first  displayed  in  2017. 
the  museum  reported  Many 
Bible  scholars  viewed  the 
papyri  with  suspicion  well 
before  discovery  of  the  fraud. 
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Vincent  opens  ’18  MBC  annual  meeting 


BRIEFS 


WASHINGTON  (BP) 
em  Baptist  Convention 
President  J.D.  Greear  has 


dent  Donald  Trump  to  label 
as  genocide  the  bcutaftliey 
against  religious  and  ethnic 
minorities  in  Myanmar,  also 
known  as  Burma.  Greear  and 
more  than  75  other  Signers 
sent  a  tetter  to  US.  Sew 
tary  of  State  Mike  Rompeo 
Oct  ^nM|UMdng  the  of- 


$1.4  million  to  help  disaster  efforts 


MS  Baptists 


in  the  central  and  southwest 

Kof  that  state  over  the  past 
weeks. 

LJL»^n-uSi5!!^ 

"In  response  to  the  devasta¬ 
tion  caused  fay  the  201S  Hurri¬ 
canes,  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board  hereby  allocates 
$500,000  from  die  Boards  Op¬ 
erating  Fund  for  Mississippi 
ongoing  Disaster  Relief  efforts 
in  Georgia.  Furthermore,  die 
Executive  Committee  authorizes 
an  additional  $750,000  in  sup¬ 


MEETING  VOLUNTEERS  -  U  S  Vice  President  Mike  Pence  (B)  and‘Rorida  Gov.  Rick  Scott  (8) 
talk  with  Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  (SBOR)  volunteers  on  rite  at  HRand  Park  Church  in  Panama 
City.  FI  SBDR  volunteer  teams  set  up  e  feeding  and  recovery  site  at  Hiland  Park  Church  following 
Hurricane  Michael,  which  hit  the  Florida  Panhandle  on  Oct.  10  and  carved  a  path  of  destruction  from 
there  through  Georgia  and  the  Carottnas.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  NAM8) 


port  of  Sr  uthem  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  edbrts  in  Florida,  North 
Carolina,  and  South  Carolina  by 

respective  State  Convention  from 
the  Board’s  Operating  Fund.” 

Additionally,  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  disbursed 


$150,000  of  Disaster  Relief 
funds  from  die  donor-imposed 
restricted  account  to  the  Texas 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  efforts  to 
assist  in  the  recent  floods. 

All  total,  $L<'.  million  ad¬ 
ditional  dollars  were  allocated 
from  the  Mississippi  Baptist 


Convention  Board  for  Disaster 
Relief  in  hard  hit  areas. 

“The  Riccttive  Commit¬ 
tee  enoousafaa  all  Mississippi 
Baptist  Churches  to  prayerful 
ly  consider  their  support  and 

—m  DISASTER  on  p  IO 


Mississippi 
Baptist  Convantion 
president  Mark 
Vincent,  senior 
pastor  of  Clarke 
Venable  Church. 
Decatur,  opens 
the  first  session  of 
the  183H  annual 
meeting  of  the 
convention  Oct  30 
in  the  Sanctuary 
of  First  Church. 
Jackson.  Complete 
details  on  the 
annuel  meeting 
will  be  published 
in  the  Nov  8  issue 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Don  t  sink  the  ship 


It  seems  every  day  brings 
news  of  another  incredible 
advancement  in  communica¬ 
tion*.  Just  as  our  great-grand¬ 
parents  marveled  over  tne  con¬ 
venience  and  utility  of  the  first 
party-line  telephone  that  was 
installed  in  their  home,  so  are  we 
held  spellbound  by  our  genera¬ 
tion’s  remarkable  gadgets. 

Southern  Baptists  —  and  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists  —  are  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  tne  many  technologies  now 
at  our  fingertips  to  take  the  Gospel 
to  places  on  this  planet  where  it  has 
never  before  been  heard.  Godless 
totalitarians  have  found  ways  to 
stifle  the  communication  of  our 
message,  but  they  will  never  be 
100%  successful.  They  never  have 
been,  and  never  will  be.  God  will 
find  a  way  to  reach  lost  people. 


personnel  in  these  areas  risk 
exposure,  expulsion,  or  worse  if 
their  profiles  get  too  elevated. 

■  Southern  Baptist  volunteers 
could  be  denied  admittance  to 
any  of  the  countries  hostile  to 
their  message.  Many  borders  are 
already  closed  to  outsiders,  and 
scrutiny  of  incoming  foreigners 
continues  to  increase  with  each 
passing  week  as  the  world  be¬ 
comes  a  more  dangerous  place. 

We  need  to  understand  that 
Christians  are  not  welcome  in 
many  of  these  countries.  As  a  tele¬ 
vision  commentator  put  it  “Some 
of  these  governments  would  rath¬ 
er  see  their  children  starve  before 
they  accept  a  crumb  of  bread  from 
the  wrong  groups.*  Those  “wrong* 
groups  include  Christians. 
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Be  an  Encourager 


Consider  the  power  of  an  encour¬ 
aging  word. 

As  told  in  2  Chronicles,  the  Spirit  of 
God  came  on  a  prophet  named  Azariah 
who  had  been  watching  Kina  Asa  lead 
Judah  in  a  season  of  renewal,  calling 
the  people  to  trust  wholly  in  the  Lord. 

Azariah ’s  inspired  word  for  Asa  is 
one  of  the  great  lines  of  encourage¬ 
ment  in  the  Old  Testament:  "But  you, 
be  strong  and  do  not  lose  courage, 
for  there  is  reward  for  your  wont"  (2 
Chronicles  15:7). 

Oftentimes,  we  feel  like  our  work  has 
no  real  impact  We  wonder,  “Am  I  even 
making  a  difference?*  If  those  doubts  . 
linger,  they  sour  into  discouragement  or 
even  despair. 

Azariah’s  words,  “Do  not  lose  cour¬ 
age,’  translate  a  Hebrew  phrase  that 
reads  literally,  *  Don’t  let  your  hands 
drop."  What  a  powerful  picture  of  dis¬ 
couragement.  When  our  hands  drop, 
we  are  no  longer  getting  the  work  done, 
and  we  open  ourselves  to  the  enemy’s 
knockout  punch. 

Azariah’s  simple  and  powerful  word 
of  encouragement  made  all  the  differ¬ 
ence  to  King  Asa.  I  like  the  verbs  that 
follow  in  the  story  —  removed,  restored, 
and  gathered.  This  encouraging  word 
set  Asa  into  another  productive  season 
of  work.  He  removed  idols,  restored 
the  place  of  worship,  and  gathered  the 
people  Of  God  for  worship  and  covenant 
renewal. 

The  power  of  a  thoughtful,  prayerful, 
clear  word  of  encouragement,  of  course, 
applies  to  everyone  we  know.  Our 
children,  our  parents,  our  neighbors 
and  our  friends  need  encouragement. 
“Encourage  one  another  and  build  up 
one  another,  just  as  you  also  are  doing,* 
as  the  apostle  Paul  writes  in  1  Thessalo- 


Guest  opinion 

with  Hance  Dilbeck 


Allow  me  to  turn  your  thoughts  to 
your  pastor. 

The  great  threat  to.your  pastor  is  not 
moral  disqualification,  nor  is  it  theo¬ 
logical  error.  Some  pastors  are  forced 
from  the  work  for  these  reasons,  but  not 
most.  Most  who  let  their  hands  drop 
from  the  work  do  so  because,  to  use  bib¬ 
lical  language,  they  grow  weary  and  lose 
heart.  An  encouraging  word  can  make 
all  the  difference. 

Tell  your  pastor  how  his  work  helps 
you.  Let  him  know  that  there  is  a  re¬ 
ward,  a  result  from  his  work.  Look  him 
in  the  eye  and  say,  “You  be  strong  and 
do  not  lose  courage.”  Do  the  same  for 
his  wife. 

Be  like  the  prophet  Azariah.  When 
the  Spirit  of  God  stirs  your  heart  to 
encourage  the  servant  of  God,  do  not  be 
silent.  Go  meet  him,  look  him  in  the  eye 
and  get  his  full  attention,  then  deliver 
a  word  of  encouragement:  “But  you. 
be  strong  and  do  not  lose  courage,  for 
there  is  reward  for  your  work.’ 

Dilbeck  is  executive  director  of  the 
Baptist  General  Convention  ofOkla 
homa  (BGCO)  in  Oklahoma  (Sty.  This 
column  first  appeared  in  the  Baptist 
Messenger  (baptistmessengerxom), 
BGCO’s  weekly  news  journal ,  and  is  re- 
orinted  here  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 
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Erwin  brothers  chart  new  course  for  faith  films 

NASHVILLE  (HP  »nti  IamI  r*.  _  _  ”  ■  ■■■■■■« 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  re- 
porta)  —  Filmmaker  Jon  Erwin 
says  his  father  often  told  him  to 
“dream  big,  dream  bold,  dream 
the  impossible." 

Erwin  has  strived  to  folW 
that  advice,  and  earlier  this  year 
many  of  those  dreams  came  true 
with  his  hit  faith-based  mov¬ 
ie,  I  Can  Only  Imagine,  which 
grossed  $83  million  to  become 
the  No.  1  movie  all  time  from 
Roadside  Attractions. 

I  Can  Only  Imaging  even 
surpassed  that  studio  s  most  fa¬ 
mous  release,  the  Oscar-winning 
Manchester  by  the  Sea,  which 
grossed  $47  million. 

Erwin  now  is  ready  to  an¬ 
nounce  his  next  projects,  which 
involve  a  new  production  com¬ 
pany  and  a  series  of  films  that 
are  possible  only  because  of 
the  staggering  success  of  I  Can 
Only  Imaging 

*  Tne  company  even  has  the 
support  of  a  Hollywood  studio. 
Erwin  calls  it  “unprecedented.’ 

“Hollywood  responds  to  suc¬ 
cess,"  Erwin  told  Baptist  Press 
(BP).  “That  is  the  currency  in 
Hollywood.* 

Erwin,  his  brother  Andy,  and 
their  production  partner  Kevin 
Downes  have  formed  a  new  fihn- 
rnaking  company,  Kingdom, 
which  will  briqg  multiple  film- 
makers  together  to  create  a 
“pipeline  of  event  movies’  that 
proclaim  a  biblical  message  and 
serve  the  church,’  Erwin  told  BP. 

He  likens  it  to  a  “Christian 
Pixar  or  a  Christian  Marvel* 
studio  that  specializes  in  *  spe¬ 
cific  area  and  is  able  to  work  on 
multiple  films  at  one  time  —  but 
all  with  the  quality  moviegoers 
expect  from  an  Erwin-branded 
movie.  Some  movies  will  be  di- 
vmm  hy  the  Erwins,  whBe  oth¬ 
ers  will  employ  other  veteran  or 
iiDcoming  directors  Lionsgate 
will  distribute  the  movies. 

Erwin  is  Scheduled  to  an¬ 
nounce  Kingdom’s  first  lineup 
of  films  at  the  National  Reff- 
gious  Broadcasters  meeting 


f**™.  “  Ar**  Erwi"  K*Mn  Downes  (carter),  and  Jon  Erwin  have  formed  Kingdom 

,ha*  V"B  retease  mu*,'P*e  mowes  by  different  directors  ta^vhat 

next  Vterch  «  th«  T  ™™mahn0  Kingdom  w*  announce  its  first  slete  of  movies 

next  March  at  the  National  Religious  Broadcasters  convention  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Erwin  Brothers) 


March  26  in  Anaheim,  Ca.  At 
leist  one  of  those  will  be  direct¬ 
ed  by  the  Erwins. 

"We’re  going  to  be  unveiling 
what  I  feel  is  a  great  leap  for¬ 
ward  and  a  vision  for  what  can 
be 

we’re  also  going  to  be  unveiling 
multiple  films.  It’s  going  to  be 
real  exciting,’  Erwin  predicted. 

One  of  the  movies  is  expected 
to  focus  on  tile  Jesus  Movement 
of  the  late  1960s  and  early  1970s, 
according  to  a  Tweet  from  au¬ 
thor  and  pastor  Greg  Laurie, 
who  is  Erwin’s  friend  and  senior 
pastor  of  Harvest  Fellowship 
Church  in  Riverside,  Ca. 

Erwin  told  BP  he  could  not 
confirm  the  report  but  did  say 


he  had  ‘fallen  in  love  with  the 
story  of  America’s  last  greet 
spiritual  awakening.’ 

Erwin  said  the  vision  for 

Kingdom  began  with  a  desire  to 
impact  the  culture  and  spread 
the  Gospel  through  movies. 


hugest  export."  A  group  effort  is 
needed  for  faith-movies.  Erwin 
said,  because  he  and  his  brother 
are  limited  in  what  they  can  do. 

A  single  film  takes  two  to 
throe  yean  to  complete.  “Andy 
and  I  Could  never  make  enough 
content  to  really  move  the  nee¬ 
dle,’  he  said.  “CulturaBy,  it  has 
to  be  a  group  initiative." 

The  goal  is  to  bring  faith- 
based  talent  together  under  one 
umbrella,  he  explained. 


"WeVe  been  able  to  dream 
big  over  the  last  few  months 
and  really  dream  about  how  to 
reach  a  generation,’  Erwin  said. 
"If  tiie  goal  is  really  to  capture 
the  imagination  of  a  generation, 
then  it’s  Digger  than  one  content 
creator  and  one  film.  It  has  to 
be  an  initiative  that  would  unitf 
multiple  filmmakers  under  a 
banner  brand. 

"There’s  so  much  competi¬ 
tion  in  Christian  film*  right 
now.  l^s  like  one  of  us  wins, 
three  0/  us  lose,  and  unfortu¬ 
nately  there’s  just  not  a  path  for 
emerging  talent  in  the  industry 
but  what  if  there  Vas  a  place 
where  instead  of  competition, 
there  could  be  cooperation? 
fWhat)  if  there  could  be  a  place 


where  many  other  filmmakers 
can  make  their  film*  and  have 
a  trusted  banner  brand  that  to 
a  Christian  audience,  ifyou  see 
this  at  the  front  of  the  film,  and 
you  know  the  word  ’Kingdom,’ 
you  know  it’s  going  to  represent 
your  values?" 

Kingdom  could  not  have 
launched  if  not  for  I  Can  Only 
Imagine’s  box  office  success, 
Erwin  said.  The  film  opened  at 
No.  3,  ranked  in  the  Top  10  for 
five  straight  weeks,  and  is  the 
top-grossing  independent  film 
012018. 

“If  there’s  anything  that  we 
should  learn  as  Chri*rtW  it  is 
that  our  movie  ticket  really  is 
our  vote,"  Erwin  said.  “When  we 
show  up  in  mass  numbers,  cul¬ 
ture  takes  notice. 

“It’s  sort  of  like  Joshua  in  the 
battle  of  Jericho.  He  marched 
around  the  dty  seven  times,  but 
in  the  last  step  everyone  had  to 
yell  at  exactly  the  same  time  and 
that’s  when  the  walls  fell  down. 

‘Our  industry  is  like  that. 
When  we  join  our  voices  togeth¬ 
er  at  the  same  moment,  that  cre¬ 
ates  cultural  power." 

Lionsgate,  Erwin  said,  un¬ 
derstands  the  faith-based  mar¬ 
ket.  “They  really  caught  the 
vision.  In  my  opinion,  there’s 
never  been  a  movie  studio  that’s 
this  passionate  and  willing  to 
dump  these  kind  of  resources 
behind  faith  movies.  It’s  truly 
an  exciting  time.* 

Because  Kingdom  is  autono¬ 
mous  and  not  owned  by  Lion- 

»e,  the  Erwins  and  Downes 
maintain  content  control 
“That  means  that  I  can  say  to 
the  audience,  ’We’re  not  going 
to  let  you  down,”  Erwin  said 
Theres  nobody  that’s  going  to 
swoop  in  and  take  control  of  it 
We  control  the  content,  you’re 
not  going  to  be  offended,  and  it’s 
going  to  represent  your  values.’ 

Other  Erwin  brothers  mov¬ 
ies  of  note  include  Woodlawn 
(2015),  Moms’  Night  Out  (2014), 
and  October  Baby  (2011). 


SBC  2019  annual  meeting  housing:  keep  trying 

BIRMINGHAM.  Ala.  (BP)  -  I  rfltADtmnKu*  urnfa*  a  -  -  .  »  a  .  .  _  . 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  - 

Online  hotel  reservations  are 
still  available  for  the  2019 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  annual  meeting  in  Bir¬ 
mingham,  but  rooms  within 
walking  distance  were  exhaust¬ 
ed  shortly'  after  registration 
opened  Oct.  12. 

Bill  Townes,  SBC  Executive 
Committee  vice  president  for 
convention  finance,  answered 
SBC  2019  housing  concerns 
in  an  Oct  21  blogpost  at  SB- 
CVo4ces.com.  An  Oct.  17  post  by 
SBC  Voices  blogger  and  pastor 
Adam  Blower,  who  was  inad¬ 
vertently  waitlisted  at  conven¬ 
tion  housing  venue  the  Westin 
Hc^gromptedTownBirtply. 


enced  catastrophic  water  dam¬ 
age  that  resulted  in  a  loss  of 
over  400  rooms  to  our  contract¬ 
ed  room  block  at  the  Sheraton, 
resulting  in  a  nearly  60%  drop 
in  available  rooms  at  the  Shera¬ 
ton,’  Townes  wrote. 

The  net  result  to  the  SBC  was 
an  overall  loss  of  nearly  50%  of 
rooms  in  the  two  co-convention 
hotels,’  Townes  explained.  ‘As 
you  can  imagine,  that  50%  drop 
in  rooms  caused  the  remaining 
available  rooms  to  be  snapped 


up  very  quickly." 
Within  four  mi 


Within  four  minutes  of  on¬ 
line  reservation  availability,  all 
available  rooms  were  booked 
at  the  two  convention  holds 
within  walking  distanrr  of  the 
Birmingham  roffuaon  Con¬ 
vention  Complex,  Townes  sakL 


As  others  tried  to  book 
rooms,  hundreds  were  wait¬ 
listed  at  the  Westin  who  instead 
should  have  been  referred  to 
other  hotels. 

“Unfortunately,  rather  than 
just  showing  unavailable  after 
the  hotel  room  block  was  frill," 
Townes  said,  ‘the  system  mis¬ 
takenly  opened  up  a  waitlist 
on  317  reservations  rather  than 
directing  them  immediately  to 
other  hotels  ’ 

Lodging  is  available  at  16 
Birmingham  hotels,  ranging 
five  to  13  miles  away  from  the 
convention  complex. 

Those  waitlisted  at  the  Wes¬ 
tin  are  being  notified  by  email 
of  the  error  as  early  as  today 

M  ws a*  ^ 


sible  for  the  error.  As  a  conces¬ 
sion,  Experient  has  agreed  to 
contribute  $2,500  to  SBC  min¬ 
istries  through  the  Cooperative 
Program  Allocation  Budget  and 
will  work  to  secure  rooms  for 
those  already  waitlisted  who 
have  not  secured  fodginj^k^- 
where,  Townes  said.  WCP 

Townes  wrote  the  blograTt 
after  a  team  of  EC  employ¬ 
ees  spent  a  week  in  Birming¬ 
ham  planning  the  2019  annual 
meeting  set  tor  June  11-12.  He 
praised  Birmingham  officials 
and  business  leaders  for  their 
cooperation  and  assistance. 

The  Sheraton  has  been  ex¬ 
tremely  helpful  in  securing  ad¬ 
ditional  hotel  rooms  throughout 
thed^arKita^og^topco- 
noc  amittie  ssrtsfriu,  Townes 


said.  "With  all  of  the  inconve¬ 
nience  to  us,  we  need  to  fke*n] 
the  staff  of  the  Sheraton  in  our 
prayers  as  they  are  experiencing 
these  same  conversations  over- 
and  over  with  multiple  groups.” 

The  Birmingham  Convention 
and  visitors  Bureau  (CVB)  is 
helping  the  EC  negotiate  park¬ 
ing  ind  around  transportation 
issues  for  the  annual  meeting. 
Townes  said. 

"We  continue  to  work  with 
the  great  Birmingham  CVB 
team  to  facilitate  these  issues 

Townes  said. 

Townes’  full  blogpost  w 
available  at  sbamlceaxotn.  Ho¬ 
tel  reservation*  »re  ■v.ihJU.  m 
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Iof  gettingjeady  for  the  events  of 
the  day.  The  only  things  different 
were  a  couple  of  interruptions  to  the 
routine,  trying  to  help  a  couple  of  folks 
with  some  minor  crises.  After  taking 
care  of  those  tilings,  1  pressed  on  to  get 
ready  and  get  on  my  way.  1  glanced  at 
the  clock  and  realized  1  was  running 
behind  and  wondered  why  I  was  late.  I 
was  buttoning  my  shirt  at  the  time  and 
began  to  process  in  my  mind  how  much 
time  1  spent  just  getting  ready  to  go.  It 
hit  me  that  we  spend  a  lot  of  time  pre¬ 
paring,  just  getting  ready  to  get  into  the 


13  Buttons 


OBITUARIES 

inch.  Chnfccm,  18,  1954*  to 
d  interment  and  Jean 


sonviDe  Seminary  in  Camilla,  Ge^  and  a  Beulah  Church.  He  was  b-  WBfT  ■ 

doctor  of  theology  degree  from  North-  censed  to  preach  the  Goa-  man  aw 
western  Seminary  in  New  Port  Richey,  pel  and  ordained  to  the 
FI.  Granville  married  Susan  T.  Truskey  on  ministrv  by  First  Church,  Clinton  whik 
May  22, 1999.  In  2004,  the  family  moved  a  student  at  Mississippi  College  where 
to  Port  Gibson  where  he  was  employed  he  graduated  with  a  bachelor  c?  arts  de- 
at  Chamberlain  Hunt  Academy  as  a  sd-  gree  in  1940.  At  Southern  Seminary  in 

- «**  teacher  and  later  as  commandant  Lomsvffle,  Ky.,  he  received  a  masters 

in  both  as  associate  minister  and  senior  pas-  They  then  moved  to  Mendenhall,  where  of  theology  degree  in  1946.  Married  to 
""  tor,  in  addition  to  several  interim  pastor-  he  was  headmaster  of  Simpson  Academy.  Nella  Dean  (Indy)  Mitchell  in  1947.  the 
ates  m  retirement  He  also  taught  middle  In  2012,  the  Granvffles  moved  to  CJeve-  couple  served  as  missionaries  to  Argen 
school  in  Qarke  County  for  a  number  of  land  where  he  was  headmaster  of  Bayou  tint  (1947-1952),  Spain  (mainland  1953- 

^ - ^  the  decades  Nichols  was  a  Academy.  Granville  was  alao  called  totbe  1980,  Canary  Islands  1981  1984).  and 

ar  at  banquets,  senior  aduh  Gospd  ministry  He  was  pastor  of  First  Equatorial  Guinea  (1985-1987).  During 
ferences,  and  community  Church  of  the  Nazarene  in  Cleveland  and  retirement  they  resided  in  Canton,  ac- 

,  -  - r  his  Greenville  and  also  ministered  at  Dock-  ccpting  short-term  missionary  assign 

LaVelle;  and  brother  Hoi-  ery  Church.  Cleveland,  before  taking  the  raratefrotn  time  to  tiiwand  irvH^ is 
pastorate  of  Interstate  Church,  Shaw,  volunteer  prayer  coordinators  for  the 
Granville  was  preceded  in  death  by  his  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  in 


two  years  in  the  UA  Amy  Stenal  Corps  Barbara  Joann  Brown  of 
as  a  Second  Lieutenant.  After  his  time  in  Enterprise.  Following  his  military  ser- 
the  service  he  received  his  master's  degree  vice,  he  graduated  from  William  Carey 
in  religious  education  from  Southwestern  University  in  Hattiesburg.  Nichols  served 
Seminary  in  Ft  Worth.  He  also  attended  churches  in  central  and  south  Mississippi 
the  University  of  Southern  MiaaMppi  i  "  “  '  '  mM 

Hattiesburg.  Blankenship  married  JoAnn 
Oakey  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  m  July  1  %8.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  First  Church, 

Clinton,  and  served  as  a  president  the  years  ! 

Mississippi  Baptist  Religious  Ed’ication  populai 

Association.  He  was  also  a  member  of  meetfaa  , _ „ _ w 

the  Southern  Baptist  Religious  Educa-  everte/He  was  preceded  in  death  by  his 
tion  Association  and  a  lifetime  member  of  parents;  sister  LaVelle;  and  brother  Hol- 
the  Baptist  Communicators  Association,  to.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  of  65  years, 
Blankenship  was  minister  of  education/  Barbara;  sons  Mike  (Leticia)  of  Hickory  , 
media  at  First  Church,  Hattiesburg,  from  N.C,  and  Kevin  (Grace)  of  Cathedral  City, 
1965-1983-  He  retired  from  the  Minis-  Ca.;  brother  Greek  (Bonnie);  and  one 
appi  Baptist  Convention  Board  as  direc-  grandchild.  A  Celebration  of  Life  service 
tor  of  broadcast  services  in  2001.  Blan-  was  held  Oct  6  at  Enterprise  Chinch,  foL 
kenshin  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Joann  lowed  by  interment  at  Enterprise  Ceme- 
Blankerehip  of  Clinton,  children  Kevin  tery.  Wright’s  Funeral  Home  of  Quitman  of 
(Syivia)  Bbantoaship  of  Hattie^uig.  Kent  was  in  charge  of  arrangement*.  vill 

Blankeaship  of  Clinton,  Kirk  (Maria)  Haj 

Blankenship  of  Brandon,  Kellie  (Keith)  David  F GramHRa  Jr.,age64,ofOeve-  Ft 
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contribution  (such  as  estate  plan 
ning)  to  the  Austin  Lee  Digby  Me 


Christian  Leadership 
Institute  ‘19 


Location, 


It  the  Kingdom  Work  of  God, 
there  are,  among  others,  three  key 
factors  —  “Leadership,  Leadership, 
Leadership.” 

Throughout  the  Bible,  God  called 
and  equipped  leaders  to  give  His 


If  your  association,  church,  Broth-  men  in  all  activities  Monday  through 
erhood,  WMU,  youth  group,  or  family  Friday.  There  will  be  lady  coaches 
member  would  like  to  nominate  and 
sponsor  ($250)  a  young  man  or  lady, 
we  need  that  information  by  April  1, 

2019. 

We  will  have  eight  keynote  speak¬ 
ers  Monday  night  through  Friday 
morning,  including  our  elected  offi¬ 
cials.  There  will  be  breakout  sessions 
on  practical  training  for  leaders,  such 
as  public  speakr  2,  mediation,  time 
management,  and  one-on-one  disci - 
pleship.  These  young  men  and  ladies 
are  teenagers  —  there  will  be  compe¬ 
titions  and  games.  They  will  check  in 
at  3:00  Monday  afternoon  and  check 
out  after  lunch  on  Friday. 

There  will  be  male  coaches  who 
mentor  and  supervise  the  young 


Moses  was  a  leader  —  not  perfect, 
but  used  of  God.  Joshua  was  a  lead¬ 
er.  These  two  men  “led”  Israel  out  of 
Egypt  and  into  the  Promised  Land. 

A  lack  of  leadership  at  Kadesh 
Barnea  resulted  in  forty  years  of 
wandering  in  the  wilderness.  We 
must  disciple  and  train  LEADERS 
In  every  avenue  of  life. 

The  CHRISTIAN  LEADERSHIP 
INSTITUTE  (CLI)  2019  will  enlist 
and  equip  high  school  young  men  and 
women  from  across  our  state  to  be  a 
LEADER.  This  CU  will  be  conducted 
at  Blue  Mountain  College  on  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday,  July  B-12,  2019. 
Thirty-si*  young  men  and  thirty-six 
young  ladies  will  participate  in  this 
second  annual  CLI. 


One  highlight  in  the  first  CLI  was  ing  election.  Be  a  LEADER  —  VOTE. 
Awards  Night  on  Thursday  night.  We  welcome  any  suggestions  or 

Four  scholarships  totaling  $3,000  auestions  concerning  our  CLL  We  be* 
were  awarded.  We  hope  this  total  to  lieve  the  CU  to  be  one  of  the  best  thing 

be  $10,000  in  college  scholarships  in  we've  done  at  the  Christian  Action  Com 
the  upcoming  CU.  We  welcome  any  mission.  It  is  better  to  light  a  candle 
scholarships  from  your  church,  busi-  than  curse  the  darkness.  We  need  your 
ness,  or  family.  prayers  and  help  with  CU  *19. 

Our  Christian  Action  Commission 

has  established  the  Austin  Lee  Digby  Digby  is  executive  director- trea- 
Memorial  Endowment  Fund  with  the  surer  of  the  Christian  Action  Com - 

Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation.  All  mission.  He  can  be  reached  at  (601) 
interest  from  this  perpetual  fund  will  292-3329/ office,  (662)  284-9163/ 

be  used  to  finance  future  Christian  ,  cell,  or  by  e-mail  at  kdigby@chnsti- 
Leadership  Institutes.  An>  gift  or  anaction.com. 


Golf  tournament  promotes  BMC  professorship 


WEST  POINT,  Ms.  (Special)  -  Blue 
Mountain  College  (BMC)  recently 
hosted  the  third  annual  Jim  Futral 
Golf  Classic  at  Old  Waverly  Golf  Club 
in  West  Point. 

The  event,  named  for  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  executive 
director-treasurer  add  BMC  alum  Jim 
Futral,  serves  the  ultimate  purpose 
of  raising  funds  to  fully  support  the 
Jim  Futral  Endowed  Professorship  in 
Biblical  Studies  and  Proclamation  at 
BMC,  assuring  preparation  of  those 
who  will  share  God’s  word  for  genera¬ 
tions  to  come. 

BMC  is  one  of  three  institutions 
of  higher  learning  affiliated  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  The 
others  are  Mississippi  College  in  Clin¬ 
ton  and  William  Carey  University  in 
Hattiesburg. 

“This,  the  third  golf  tournament  for 
the  endowment  of  the  chair  for  Bibli¬ 
cal  Studies  and  Proclamation,  was  the 
best  one  yet,”  Futral  said.  I  am  so 
grateful  for  the  Blue  Mountain  Col¬ 
lege  administration  and  faculty  and 
friends  who  have  joined  us  along  the 
way  to  participate  in  the  golf  classic. 

"All  the  people  and  workers  at  Old 
Waverly  Golf  Course  were  super  to 
work  with  and  accommodated  us  at 
every  turn. 

“The  goal  of  the  golf  tournament 
each  year  is  not  iust  to  shoot  a  low 
score  or  to  raise  nigh  dollars,  but  to 
provide  a  strong  foundation  for  the 
perpetual  teaching  and  preaching  of 
the  Word  of  God  at  Blue  Mountain 
College.* 


GOLFING  WITH  PURPOSE  -  Joining  Jirp  Futral  (center),  executive  director-trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  at  Old  Waverty  Golf  Club  in  West 
Point  were  Tim  Mims  (left),  assistant  professor  of  Biblical  Studies  at  Blue  Mountain 
College  (BMC),  and  Ron  Meeks.  BMC  chair  of  biblical  studies  (Uncrediled  photo) 

The  goal  of  the  golf  tournament  each  year  is  not  just  to  shoot  a 
low  score  or  to  raise  high  dollars,  but  to  provide  a  strong  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  perpetual  teaching  and  preaching  of  the  Word  of  God 
at  Blue  Mountain  College.' 

Jim  Futral 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convsntion  Board  executive  director-treasurer 


According  to  the  college,  the  2018 
event  hosted  132  players  on  33  teams. 
At  last  year's  event,  124  players  com¬ 
peted. 

BMC  President  Barbara  Childers 
McMillin  noted,  “As  great  as  the  2017 
event  was,  the  2018  Jim  Futral  Clas¬ 
sic  was  even  better.  The  support  for 
this  event  continues  to  grow  each 
year,  which  means  that  we  are  mak¬ 
ing  steady  progress  toward  our  goal  of 
endowing  the  Futral  Professorship  of 
Biblical  Studies  and  Proclamation  at 
Blue  Mountain  College. 

“We  are  grateful  for  all  who  con¬ 
tributed  to  tne  success  of  this  tourna¬ 
ment,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
next  year.* 

Event  coordinator  Nancy  Grisham 
from  the  BMC  office  of  community  re¬ 
lations  was  pleased  with  the  turnout. 
“Each  year  we  have  consistently  in¬ 
creased  in  the  number  of  participants 
*nd  this  year  was  no  exception.  We 
also  exceeded  our  previous  years  in 
funds  raised  and  are  excited  as  gifts 
continue  to  come  in,”  she  said. 

“I  am  truly  grateful  to  all  those  who 
participated  and  for  those  who  helped 
in  making  our  third  annual  Jim  Futral 
Golf  Classic  an  event  that  was  antici¬ 
pated  by  so  many.  Next  year’s  tourna¬ 
ment  will  be  September  23,  and  we 
are  already  beginning  to  receive  in¬ 
quiries.” 

Old  Waverly  Golf  Club,  founded  in 
1988,  was  host  to  the  1999  U.S.  Wom¬ 
en’s  Open  Golf  Championship.  Old 
Waverly's  second  course.  Mossy  Oak 
Golf  Club,  opened  in  2016. 


The  Baptist  Record  November  /,  2018 

oAiYYol  ivrs  jJs  .  V  wV 


5 


On  October  20.  ROBINSON  CHURCH.  PEORIA,  hosted  their 
annuel  Family  Fall  Festival.  The  community  enjoyed  trunk  or  treat, 
games,  lood  and  fellowship,  and  a  hay  ride. 


OAK  GROVE  CHURCH.  MENDENHALL  TWIN  LAKES  CHURCH.  MADISON,  gav* 

honored  Buddy  Keyes  during  their  pastor  apprecie-  a  certificate  for  the  preaching  ministry  to  Scott 
t*on  day  Shown  are  Keyes  and  Jackie  Keyes,  who  Jones  Oct.  14.  Shown  are  Jones  and  pastor  Hugh 
were  honored  with  a  gift  and  fellowship  meal.  Smith. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  LAKE  WASHMGTON,  held  a  baby  dedica¬ 
tion  Pictured  are  great-grandmother  Shirley  Graham,  father  Joshua 
lynch  hoking  MKe.  pastor  Jimmy  McLendon,  mother  Heather  ly^ch. 
and  grandparents  Terry  end  Gey  Lewis  who  is  holding  Julianna  Jade 


HAMILTON  CHURCH.  HAMILTON,  or 

darned  Jason  West  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel 
Oct.^1.  Pastor  Robert  Moore  presented  West  with 
his  certificate  to  preach  and  a  Bible  Shown  are 
West  and  Moore 


NEW  LIBERTY  CHURCH.  MORTON,  held 

their  annual  pastor  appreciation  service  in  Octo¬ 
ber.  Paul  Sn\gh  has  been  at  New  Liberty  for  22 
years.  Shown  are  deacon  chairmen  Jeff  Latham. 
Smith,  and  Karen  Smith 


Members  of  MOORHEAD  CHURCH.  MOORHEAD,  provided 
lunch  for  Mississippi  Delta  Community  Cortege  Baptist  Student 
Union  at  their  fall  luncheon. 


In  other  Church  News: 

►  The  Tdleya  wiD  be  in  conceit  at  Fkst  Church,  Rurmetetown.  Nov.9, 7  pjn.  Love  offering. 

Hal  Hood,  pastor. 

^  County  Una  Church,  Ovett,  is  having  a  harvest  festival  Nov.  3. 10  ajn.  -  2  p.m.  Men  a  chili 
cookoff,  cakewalk,  games,  Gtfdy,  a  bouncy  house,  hsyride,  and  facepainting. 

►  Bogus  Chitto  Church.  Prteedaie.  is  hotting  a  fen  festival  Nov.  4, 5  -  7  p.m,  including  food, 
garnet, cakewalk, and hayride.  Free.  Youth  wUIbe celling ChriatiaSfianied T-sWta forClS 

m  **  ** 
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ROCKY  CREEK  CHURCH,  LUCEDALE,  held  a  deacon 
ordination  service  Sept  9.  Charlie  Rogers  and  Verdia  Brannen 
were  ordained  as  deacons.  Shown  are  Rogers,  Mike  KittreH,  and 
Brannan 


MANTEE  CHURCH,  MANTEE,  has  called 

Zach  Sanford  as  pastor.  He  is  shown  with  his 
wife  of  nine  years.  Aimee  Provost  Sanford.  Ibpeto. 
and  their  boys  Isaac  and  Grae.  He  most  rocendy 
served  as  associate  pastor  and  youth  minister  at 
Immanuel  Church.  Vicksburg 


WADE  CHURCH,  WADE,  has  called  John 
"Boo*  White  as  associate  pastor,  shown  with  his 
wife  Misty  and  children  Ashton.  Garrett,  and  An* 


College  News 


Believers  Because  of  friendehip  Church.  Boiling  Springs.  S.C.. 
led  by  Cecil  Ringer,  conducted  Vacation  Bible  School  and  other 
activities  for  smelt  Uturches  in  the  Tunica  area  for  the  17th  time 
in  August.  The  30  edicts  worked  with  pastors  of  seven  churches 
including  St  Paul  Believers  (host  church).  Strangers  Rest.  Beth¬ 
lehem  (Lula).  Pleasant  Grove  (Maud),  Divine  Deliverance  (Cren¬ 
shaw).  First  Church  (Tunica)  and  Good  Hope  (RobinaonviHe). 

Over  100  people  attended,  with  139  Decisions  made  for  Christ 


A  medical  drone  under  devel¬ 
opment  at  WILLIAM  CAREY 
UNIVERSITY'S  College  of 
Osteopathic  Medicine  in  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  called  Healthcare 
Integrated  Rescue  Operations 
(HiRO).  was  in  the  spotlight 
Oct.  8  during  the  American 
Osteopathic  Association  s  an¬ 
nual  conference  in  San  Diego, 
Ca.  Italo  Subbar ao  (pictured), 
the  medical  school's  chief 
operating  officer,  and  the  HiRO 
team  demonstrated  the  drone's 
artificial  intelligence  software 
and  capabilities 


In  other  College  News: 

>  Mississippi  College  will  host  vaU  Preview  Day  Nov.  3.  Guests  will  get  opportunities  to  hear 
from  a  variety  of  speakers,  including  president  Blake  Thompson.  Activities  include  sessions  for 
parents  to  deal  with  financial  aid  and  scholarships;  a  visit  to  the  cadaver  lab;  food  and  tailgating  and 
a  football  game;  and  visits  to  Providence  Hill  Farm.  For  more  information,  contact  the  admissions 
office  at  (601)  925-3800  or  visit  mc.edu/previewday. 


HARMONY  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN,  had  homecoming  and  dedkation  of  t 


r  family  fife  center  Oct.  14.  Owen  King. 


Revivals  & 
Homecomings 

►  First  Church,  ttta  Berta: 
Homecoming.  Nov.  4;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch;  Paid  in  Full,  musk. 

►  Camp  Ground  Church, 
Water  Valley:  Rtevtval,  Nov. 
4-7;  Sun.,  6  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Will  Livingston, 
speaker. 

►  Barefoot  Springs  Church,0 
Pelahetchle:  Homecoming 
Nov.  4;  sendee,  11  ajn.,  foT 
lowed  by  potluck  lunch;  Jerry 
Holmes,  speaker;  members 
of  Cross  Roads  Church  Praise 
team,  music. 
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HSOLO  UK  HSOLOWALO  TAF  TA 
YATXORTEH UAT  HA  HSOR  FSUYS  ELO 


UT  YSLUKH  QOKIK,  FSA  FENP  TAH 
EWHOL  HSO  WNOKS,  ZIH  EWHOL  HSO 


KMULUH. 

LARETK  OUVSH:  ATO 


Clue:  F=W 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Proverbs  3:5 

By  Charles  Marx,  1932-2004,0  2005 
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Telemedicine  added  to 
GuideStone  health  plans 


DALLAS  (BP)  -  Consultations 
with  doctors  _ 
through  telemedi¬ 
cine  wfll  be  avail¬ 
able  in  2019  at 
no  out-of-pocket 
charge  for  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  health 
plans  of  Guide-  hamkkm 
Stone  Financial 
Services  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

The  popular  Teladoc  service 
provides  a  consultation  with 
txjard-certified  physicians  via 
phone  or  computer.  Participants 
can  have  a  prescription  sent  to  a 
local  pharmacy  for  pickup,  though 


GuideStone 

Financial  Resources 


Additional  enhancements  in¬ 
clude  a  new  diabetic  management 
program,  elimination  of  some 
inpatient  co-pays  in  comprehen¬ 
sive  plans,  and  reduced  individual 
maximum  out-of-pocket  charges. 

AD  the  enhancements  were  im¬ 
plemented  while  keeping  average 
rate  increases  below  three  percent 
for  group  plans.  Personal  plans 
participants  wfll  see  rate  increases 
related  only  to  participant  ages. 

The  actions  are  the  fewest 
rate  adjustments  GuideStone 
has  been  able  to  provide  in  many 


years,  with  many  groups  experi¬ 
encing  no  rate  change  even  with 
the  added  benefits. 

“Our  insurance  team  worked 
diligently  to  add  tignifognt  value 
to  our  health  plans  while  mitigat¬ 
ing  die  impacts  of  medical  infla¬ 
tion,’'  said  GuideStone  president 
OA  Hawkins.  “While  the  im- 

Eof  medical  inflation  due  to 
utilization  and  unhealthy 
ies  along  with  the  linger¬ 
ing  impacts  offederal  health  care 
reform  are  real,  our  team  worked 
hard  to  enhance  the  products  at 
minimal  additional  costs.* 
GuideStones  health  plans  are 
divided  into  three  categories  for 
2019: 

■  comprehensive  health 
plans,  which  provide  the  highest 
level  of  service  designed  to  help 
with  routine  doctor  visits  ana 
more  in-depth  plans. 


■  consumer-driven  plans, 
which  are  HSA-quaflfied  high 
deductible  health  plans  designed 
to  be  paired  with  a  health  sav¬ 
ings  account 

■  protection  plans,  which 
provide  scaled-down  benefits 
that  cover  occasional  doctor  vis¬ 
its.  Protection  plans  indude  the 
new  Secure  Health  3000,  in¬ 
troduced  in  2018,  that  provides 
true  medical  coverage  at  the  low¬ 
est  monthly  cost  among  Guide- 
Stone's  health  plans,  on  par  with 
medical  sharing  ministries. 

Dental,  Medicare-coordinat¬ 
ing,  and  term  life  plan  rates  re¬ 
main  unchanged  for  2019. 

For  more  information  on  the 
GuideStone  plans,  visit  Guide- 
Stonelnsurance.org  and  click  on 
Get  A  Quote. 


GuideStone:  Stay  focused 
during  stock  market  swings 


DALLAS  (BP)  -  Increased  mar¬ 
ket  volatility, 
which  has  com-  | 

1  nanded  head- 
lines  in  the  days  Hi  f 

leading  up  to  tne  j 

November  mid-  V  J 

term  elections,  * 

has  caught  many  w 

•  by  surprise.  How-  spika 

ever,  David  S. 

Spika,  chief  strategic  investment 
officer  for  GuideStone  Financial 
Resources  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  in  Dallas,  noted 
that  stock  market  volatility  is  a 
common  and  normal  occurrence. 

The  stock  market,  as  mea¬ 
sured  by  the  SAP  500  Index, 
experiences  price  swings  of  one 
percent  or  more  62  times  a  year 
on  average.  The  same  broad  in¬ 
dex  of  the  stock  market  averages 
only  71  trading  days  between  de¬ 
clines  of  five  percent  or  more. 

“The  recent  sell-off  may  feel 
unsettling  to  investors  because 
they  have  been  lulled  into  com¬ 
placency  by  an  historically  low- 
volatility  environment  over  the 
past  couple  of  years,"  Spika  said, 
mut  it’s  actually  quite  normal  and 
nothing  to  be  concerned  about  at 
this  time." 


Fears  of  rising  interest  rates 
and  the  impact  that  higher  rates 
may  eventually  have  on  the  econ¬ 
omy  is  driving  this  current  mar¬ 
ket  volatility,  Spika  said. 

“As  the  economic  cycle  ma¬ 
tures  —  we  are  now  in  the  10th 
year  of  the  current  expansion  — 
economic  growth  and  employ¬ 
ment  gains  force  the  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  to  raise  the  Fed  Funds  rate 
to  prevent  an  outbreak  of  exces¬ 
sive  inflation,"  he  said. 

Additionally,  fears  about  the 
ongoing  trade  negotiations  with 
China,  tariffs  initiated  by  UA 
President  Donald  Trump,  and  the 
outcome  of  the  mid-term  elec¬ 
tions  on  Nov.  6  may  have  stoked 
the  current  market  volatility. 

While  volatility  can  be  unnerv¬ 
ing  the  best  course  of  action  for 
retirement  investors  is  to  stick 
with  their  long-term  asset  alloca¬ 
tion' plans. 

"It  is  impossible  to  time  the 
market,”  GuideStone  president 
OA  Hawkins  said.  “In  feet,  the 
market  has  historically  rewarded 
those  with  long-term  perspec¬ 
tives.  Retirement  account  perfor¬ 
mance  moving  forward  is  turned 
on  results  of  the  financial  mar¬ 
kets  in  the  future,  not  in  the  past. 


“While  it’s  easy  to  focus  on 
the  headlines  and  emotions 
brought  on  by  the  24/7  news 
cycle,  GuideStone  believes  it  is 
best  to  avoid  overreacting  and 
for  investors  to  stick  to  their 
long-term  plans." 

Spika  noted  that  investors 
who  believe  they  have  too  much 
equity  (stock)  exposure  as  a  re¬ 
sult  tif  the  strong  run  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  since  November  2016  may 
consider  reallocating  and  bal¬ 
ancing  their  portfolio. 

One  approach  GuideStone 
offers  to  that  end  is  the  My  Des¬ 
tination  Funds  family  of  Target 
Date  Funds.  Retirement  plan 
participants  choose  the  mnd 
closest  to  their  desired  retire¬ 
ment  date;  each  fund  is  a  “fand- 
of-funds"  with  a  diversified  asset 
allocation  that  becomes  more 
conservative  as  the  participant 
approaches  the  target  date  and 
through  retirement. 

For  a  copy  of  the  prospectus 
with  this  ana  other  information 
about  the  Funds,  visit  www. 
guidestoneretirement.org/In- 
dividual /What-we-offer  /  Kund- 
Choices/M  I)  Fin  formation  and 
dick  “download  a  prospectus," 
or  call  toD-free  (888)  98-GUIDE. 
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Tammy  Anderson  to 

By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


Women’s  Ministries  in  Mis-  I 

sissippi,"  said  Marian  Duncan  ' 

of  Starkville. 

“She  has  the  experience  ^  f?  '  ■ 

and  rapport  with  the  ladies  «|§Jf~ 

across  our  state  that  qualify  |  ^ rt*r 

her  to  be  the  director  of  mis-  I 
sions  education  and  personal 
missions  involvement  in  the  j 
local  churches  of  our  state,"  . 

Duncan  said. 

Anderson,  an  Alabama  na-  I 
tive,  holds  three  degrees  from  7  ^  |  '  ^ 

New  Orleans  Seminary:  a  ■EfcfflRfKzR 
doctor  of  philosophy  in  Chris-  mi  ftStrl rym. 
tian  education  (Dec.  2008),  '•  'Wfafffl 

a  master  of  theology  (May  xtSEflttoBmm 
2008),  and  master  of  iivinity 
in  Christian  education  (May 

While  at  New  Orleans  Sem¬ 
inary,  she  was  president  of  Tammy  Anderson 
the  Student  Body  Association 
in  1M2  and  1993,  And  vice-  is  affiliated  with 
president  of  the  Student  Body  Baptist  Convent! 
Association  in  1091  and  1992.  While  at  Jud 

Anderson  also  holds  a  she  received  the  1 


children  at  Raymond  Church,  developed.  Hie  opportunity 
Jackson,  from  Feb.  1996-Oct.  to  serve  the  Lord  in  this  new 
1997.  role  is  a  real  blessing  and  I'm 

■  Minister  of  youth  at  looking  forward  to  continuing 
Ufitte  Church,  Saraland,  AL,  the  work  of  Mississippi  WMU/ 
from  Sept.  i?94-Au$.  1995.  Women’s  Ministries,  she  said. 

■  Associate  minister  of  Jim  Futral,  executive  direc- 
youth  at  First  Church,  Colum-  tor-treasurer  of  the  Mfesissip- 
bia,  from  Oct  1993-Aug.  1994-  pi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 

She  served  Centrifuge  sum-  noted.  The  Baptist  women 
mer  youth  camps  as  Bible  of  our  convention  who  are 
study  leader  at  Glorieta  As-  involved  in  die  ministries  ef 
semoly  in  New  Mexico  (1991):  WMU/WM,  as  well  as  the  diS- 
director  of  recreation  and  gent  members  of  die  search 
tracks  at  the  University  of  Mo-  committee  who  brought  this 
bile  in  Alabama  (1992);  and  di-  new  executive  director-tree- 
rector  of  recreation  and  tracks  surer  to  die  forefront,  should 
at  Carson  Newman  College  in  be  commended  for  their 
Jefferson  City,  Mo.  (1993)-  thoughts  and  prayers  during 
lam  so  honored  to  accept  the  year-long  process,"  noted, 
this  new  role  m  the  Mississip-  "We  celebrate  with  them  as 


Tammy  I.  Anderson  is  the 
new  executive  director-trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Mississippi  Wom¬ 
an’s  Missionary  Union/Wom¬ 
en’s  Ministries  (WMU/WM) 
auxiliary  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,  after  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board’s  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  approved  her  selection 
on  Oct.  22. 

Anderson,  a  21-year  con¬ 
sultant  in  the  WMU/WM 
department,  was  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  search  com¬ 
mittee  after  a  one-year  effort 
to  replace  Cindy  Townsend, 
who  resigned  to  accept  a  posi¬ 
tion  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 


Hearina  is  Believin' 


Former  Atlanta  fire  chief  reaches 
$1 .2M  settlement  with  city  council 

ATLANTA  (BP)  -  The  Atlanta  Prompting  the  aertnnent  was  lose  both  their  fieedom  and  the* 
Chy  Council  has  a  federal  judge's  ruling  last  De-  livelihoods.' 

agreed  to  a  $1.2  JWH  amber  dedaring  as  unconstitu-  Theriot  said  the  city  “is  com- 

millton  settle-  tional  city  requirements  that  an  pensating  Chief  Cochran  as  it 

ment  with  for-  empltwee  must  obtain  pre-dear-  should,  and  we  hope  this  wil 

mer  fire  chief  gn  ance  for  publishing  a  book  such  serve  as  a  deterrent  to  any  gov- 

Kelvin  Cochran  as  Cochran’s  162-page  men’s  eminent  thae  would  trample 

over  his  January  JSjWl  devotional  that  included  a  brief  upon  the  constitutionally  pro- 

2015  termini-  M  «**»  describing  homosexual  tected  freedoms  of  its  public 

tion  for  his  views  behavior  as  immoral  servants." 

about  marriage  The  Christian-based  devo-  The  Journal-Constitution 

and  sexuality.  tional  book  and  the  section  on  reported  that  the  dty  had  "coo- 

The  council  voted  11-3  after  homosexuality  eventually  led  to  chided  that  a  fedeni  court  nittiK 
an  executive  session  OcL  15,  Cochran’s  firing  by  Reed.  in  the  case  from  December  k>? 

during  whidi  dty  attorneys  rec-  Federal  Jucfee  Leigh  Martin  taxpayers  exposed  to  an  even 
ommended  the  Mttfement  and  May  granted  summary  jink-  larger  payoutif  they  didn’t  settle 
lean!  fees  negotiated  with  the  ment  to  Cochran  that  Atfentas  with  Cocferan." 
religious  liboty  organization  pre-clearance  rules  violated  the  A  spokesperson  for  Adanta’s 
Alliance  Defending  Freedom  Constitution  s  First  Amendment  current  mayor,  Keisha  ^ 
(ADF),  which  has  handled  Co-  by  restraining  speech  in  advance  Bottoms,  was  quoted  as  saying, 
chran’s  court  case,  the  Atlanta  and  inviting  "unbridled  discre-  "The  comments  of  Kelvin  C? 
Journal-Constitution  reported,  tiou’  by  the  city  to  approve  or  chran  were  not  reflective  of  who 
Beyond  the  councils  deri-  deny  outside  work.  Atlanta  is  as  a  tolerant  and  vi¬ 

sion,  Cochran  told  Baptist  Press  However.  Cochran  and  the  durive  rity~  [Based]  upon  find- 
(BP)  Oct  17  that  God  has  been  Alliance  Defending  Freedom  did  ings  of  the  Court  that  could  have 
faithful  through  what  he  calls  not  succeed  00  the  other  .first  resulted  in  taxpayers  paying 
"the  fiery  trial.  Amendment  claims  in  the  case,  mfflimv  of  doftara  in 

Cochran  has  hrd  nyumer-  May  granted  summary  judg-  and  litigation  fees,  a  negotiated 
ous  opportunities  to  give  his  ment  to  the  dty  on  Cochrans  settlement  was  recommended 
testimony  in  worship  services  claims  of  freedom  of  speech  ra-  by  legal  counsel" 
and  to  speak  at  men’s  meet-  tatiabon,  freedom  of  association  A  dty  kweatkalkai  infer 

Reed  found  no  evidence  of  dfe- 
crimination  by  Cochran  in  efireet- 


MLOI  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  Located  LOOKING  FOR  A  RIU-TME  PASTOR. 
•Mt  Of  RJchton.  MS  in  me  northern  pert  of  Please  tend  resumes  by  me*  to  Adrien 
G*ene  County  Ptowe  email  reeumee  to  Omral  1855  Parks  Piece  Ad  Como.  M8 
WMtsatambapiBsfchurchQgmaii  com  38619  or  emtf  resumes  to  pjpMMeeg 

DREW BAPTIST CHURCH SSEEKMG A  _ 

Bl- VOCATIONAL  PASTOR—  Please  email  TRUITT  MEMORIAL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
resume  to  dreebwMMchumhWomai  com  M  PEARL  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  FULL  TIME 
or  U  8  mal  to  Drew  Bapiat  Church.  139  S  PASTOR  Pteaee  send  resume  to  3705  Ok) 
Church  St.  Drew,  MS  38737.  Brandon  Road  Pearl  MS  39208 

UMrTYBAFTWT  CHURCH,  MOSELLE  MS  FULL  TMME  W0R8HW  LEADER  EXPERI- 
IS  ACCEPTWO  RESUMES  FOR  A  FULL*  ENCED  M  CHORAL  CONDUCT**  FOR 
TIME  PASTOR  Please  maS  resumes  SLAYDEN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Send 
to  Unity  Baptist  Church,  P.0.  Box  156,  resume  to  Search  Committee  jetrahang 
Mote*#,  MS  39*59  Or  you  may  emal  stoydentopdetohumh  comormaltoSewtfi 


disciplinary  leadership  in  May 
through  Creighton  University 
in  Omaha,  Ne. 

Hie  council  decision  was 
celebrated  by  ADF  but  be¬ 
moaned  by  former  mayor  Ka¬ 
sim  Reed,  who  fired  Cochran 
a  highly  decorated  fire  dlcka 
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Truth  is  not  relative. 

find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

x  Simply  share  the  rooming  praver  with  God 

in  your  own  words: 
I.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  \ou.  (I  have  sinned.) 
A  2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 

and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
jMt  3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose  from  the 

grave  to  forgive  mv  sins  and  to  restore 
r  mv  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus. i 
4.  Bv  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  (  hrist  into  mv  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  <1  rec eive  C  hrist  as  mv  Savior  and  Lord.) 

♦  /led  him,  tn  thvm  hr  lm h*  thr  nuht  tn  In  nun,  ,  l,il,ir, 


DISASTER 

corn,  from  p.  1 


(6oi)  292-3335  or  toll-free  nbw,  our  harvest  window  of 
outside  Jackson  (800)  74#-  opportunity  in  these  stricken 
1651,  ext.  335.  E-mail:  dvail@  areas  is  wide  open  to  share  the 
mk^or8*  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  with 

*he  Bible  talks  about  the  an  incredible  number  of  people 
urgency  of  the  harvest  in  John  and  families. 

4:35.  There  is  a  window  of  op-  “One  day,  this  window  of 
portunity  for  each  harvest,  and  opportunity  will  close  forever, 
then  that  window  closes  for-  All  of  us  need  to  play  our  part 
ever,”  McGivney  said.  “Right  while  there’s  still  time." 


to  our  fellow  south-  “ 

••astiTii  states  thev  share  the  J.SKg  .. 

love  of  Jesus  through  disaster  B  -  "v-, 

rdlief  efforts.”  . 

appreciation  to  Mississippi  B  \ 

faithful  giv-  | 

so  grateful  that  Mis-  jfj|f 

1  *  make  |* 

tfiese  volunteers  to  help  j  fSg* 

ne  Baptists  in  these  states  that  ’  '••••-  •  "  l7'  %*.  f’r 

to  after  Hur-  pTMMte  Jgg 

hnuiing  tor  tht*  gift--  come-  ^BBWPIBIR-  '■  ~ 

!  ‘ 1 : 1 1  1  w  o  ha  sic  Mtnri  'es .  acc«  >  rd  -  KH£  'U3^ 

ing  to  Barn  A.  Shirley,  MBCB  %cV 

associate  executive  director  for  _ADm.  _  __  _ 

business  services:  donors’  gifts  ULtAK,WG  THt  AREA  -  Volunteers  prepare  to  bring  down  a 
and  the  Board  Operating  Fund,  heavily  damaged  tree  in  the  Albany,  Ga..  area  where  Mississippi 
“The  donor-imposed  gifts  Baptists  have  been  working  since  Hurricane  Michael  devastated 
restricted  for  use  with  Disaster  the  region  in  midOctober.  Southern  Baptist  churches  in  other  areas 
Relief  were  received  with  that  of  the  country  are  being  asked  to  pair  with  damaged  or  destroyed 

ChUfCheS  *°  **  rePa"  8nd  reboiW,n0  (UnCredrtad  P**0’ 

rift  to  Texas  Baptist  Men  and  ual  churches  from  around  the  nering  with  churches  in  need 
heir  Disaster  Relief  efforts,"  country  enter  the  next  phase  of  in  the  devastated  areas,  so  the 

Shir  PV  tain  rnoco  irifto  Piuvnram  nn^  U «  _  _  I  _ _ 1_  _ 1  r  •  .  •  1  .  ..  . 


uti  iMt  BEST  RATES  ON  Health  HOPPER  STAINED  GLASS:  Custom 
Supplements  Call  window,  restoration  and  reparc  ,  safety  and 
WorvWwwwWosuran-  insutatod  otess.  custom  aluminum  and  wood 

ceOn*nec0m _  frames  Statewide  601-502-0202,  www 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CONPANY,  INC.,  toPP«Pb«snst _ 

STAmED  GIASSRORKS,  0KL,  SERVWG 

SiwS^^SBSS Sl-  “s**1^1”2  ^80^2970 

*^J**!°  ^  ^ are!  rwereen  oW 
5?J_992:2092  *B  home  *Ttprovements,  semens  Call  Tom  Cook  601-709-4879 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  m  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperating 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  will  not  be  published 


Telephone: 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  what.  when, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  vie  e-mail,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 

must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  wed-lighted  Photographs  must  depict 
people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs  wHI 
be  printed  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures  and 
objectionable  clothing  wii  not  be  published  Cell  phone  photo¬ 
graphs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not  reproduce  wed 
on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
w»d  be  published,  and  unsolicited  material  wdl  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned  AM  news  items  are  subject  to 
editing,  and  ad  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  tone  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publicaaon  date  Articles  that  are  not  dateeensitive  wid  be 
published  on  a  space  nvsiiabto  basis  These  guidelines  are 
no*  meant  to  be  exhaustive. 

Submi!  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Box  630.  Jackson 
MS  392080630  FAX  (601)  292-3330.  £ma*  bepbstrecord* 
mticb.org. 
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With  Works  •  James  2:14-26 


In  previous  verses,  James  encour¬ 
aged  the  Diaspora,  Jewish  Christians 
who  had  scattered  due  to  persecution, 
to  live  out  their  Christian  faith.  He  re¬ 
minded  them  (and  us)  that  believers 
can  endure  triids,  knowing  God  is  at 
work  in  all  things.  He  also  expressed 
that  believers  should  respond  to  Je¬ 
sus’  work  in  their  lives  with  obedi¬ 
ence  and  compassion.  That  obedience 
occurs  when  we  take  what  we  have 
learned  from  God's  Word  and  live  it 
out  loud. 

In  this  section  of  his  letter,  James 
considers  another  important  charac¬ 
teristic  about  faith,  “What  use  is  it.  mv 
brethren,  if  someone  says  he  has  faith 
but  he  has  no  works?  Can  that  faith 
save  him?’  (v.  14)  In  this  lesson  we 
will  recognize  that  true  faith  produces 
visible  change  that  is  demonstrated 
through  works. 

r*ead  Faith  (James  2:14-17) 

James  declared  that  faith  without 
any  demonstration  of  obedience  is 
dead.  He  wrote,  “If  a  brother  or  sister 
is  without  clothing  and  in  need  of  dai¬ 
ly  food,  and  one  of  you  says  to  them, 
‘Go  in  peace,  be  warmed  and  be  filled,’ 
and  yet  you  dr  not  give  them  what  is 
necessary  for  their  body,  what  use  is 
that?  Even  so  faith,  if  it  has  no  works, 
is  dead,  being  by  itself*  (w.  15-17). 
A  person’s  failure  to  obediently  act 


on  his  or  her  professed  faith  reveals 
a  false  faith,  a  dead  faith,  the  kind  of 
faith  that  does  not  save. 

Working  Faith  (James  2:18-19) 

James  explained  that  faith  is  more 
than  a  statement  of  belief.  "But  some¬ 
one  may  well  say,  *You  have  faith  and  I 
have  works;  show  me  your  faith  with¬ 
out  the  works  and  I  will  show  you  my 
faith  by  my  works*  (v.  18).  We  can  say 
just  about  anything,  but  can  we  back 
it  up?  For 
instance, 
what  if  I  say 
thr.t  I  can 
swim  but 
then  sink 
in  deep 
water?  Or, 
what  if  you 
tell  me  that 
you  can  fly 
and  then 


that  God  exists.  However,  they  do  not 
have  true  faith  that  leads  to  salvation. 
James  asked,  “But  are  you  willing  to 
recognize...that  faith  without  works  is 
useless?9  (v.  20).  True  faith  is  more 
than  intellectual  adherence;  it  is  the 
placing  of  one’s  full  trust  in  Jesus  for 
salvation. 


Saving  Faith  (James  2:20-26) 

We  must  realize  that,  without 
works,  we  show  that  we  do  not  have 
the  kind  of 
faith  that 
saves.  The 

_  _  kind  of 

Explore  thfl  ■  “  “ 

1  v1khI  souls  also 

with  Liz  A#cG|  produc¬ 

es  works. 
James 
pointed  to 

m  .  the  story 

when  you  jump  out  of  the  tree  you  fall  of  Abraham  and  the  offering  of  Isaac 
- - - “  ‘  “  “Was  not  Abra- 


flat  on  pour  face?  Pretty  crazy,  right?  (Gen.  22).  He  wrote,  * 
That’s  just  how  crazy  we  sound  when  ham  our  father  justi 


we  say  we  have  faith  in  God  but  have 
no  works  to  back  up  our  statement. 
James  pointed  to  the  demons,  who 
believe  certain  truths  about  God  but 
do  not  have  faith  in  Him.  “You  believe 
that  God  is  one.  You  do  well:  the  de¬ 
mons  also  believe,  and  shudder”  (v. 
19).  Demons  know  by  mental  assent 


when  he  offered  up  Isaac  his  son  on 
the  altar?”  (Jas.  2:21).  Abraham  was 
obedient  to  what  the  Lord  command¬ 
ed  and  by  faith  believed  that  the  Lord 
would  provide  another  sacrifice.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  my  Bible  concordance,  the 
word  justification  means,  “A  vindica¬ 
tion  or  setting  right  of  a  wrong.  The 


act  of  God  by  which  He  declares  a 
believing  sinner  to  be  in  a  righteous 
position  before  Him,  based  on  the 
substitutionary  death  of  Christ  and 
His  resurrection.”  By  this  evidence  of 
his  faith,  Abraham  was  justified.  He 
wrote,  “You  see  that  faith  was  working 
with  his  works,  and  as  a  result  of  the 
works,  faith  was  perfected...”  (v.  22). 
The  word  perfected  does  not  mean 
“without  sin.’  Instead,  the  phrase 
means  that  faith  has  been  made  com-  * 
plete.  He  also  referred  to  the  story  of 
kahab  to  illustrate  the  relationship 
between  faith  and  works  (Jos.  2,  Heb. 
11).  He  emphasized  that  true  faith  is 
demonstrated  in  actions. 

To  sum  this  up,  one  does  works 
as  a  result  of  his  or  her  saving  faith, 
not  as  a  means  of  s-*curing  salvation. 
While  Paul  declared  that  salvation  is 
by  faith  alone  to  counter  those  who 
taught  that  salvation  results  from 
good  deeds,  Jama,  wrote  that  faith 
produces  good  dee  is  to  counter  those 
who  taught  that  w  orks  are  not  neces¬ 
sary  in  a  Christian’s  life.  True  faith 
produces  a  visible  change,  moves  a 
person  to  godly  action,  and  is  demon¬ 
strated  through  v  orks. 

McGrow  is  a  NAMB-endorsed 
chaplain  at  Louisiana  State  Peni¬ 
tentiary  and  member  of  Woodville 
Church ,  Woodvide.  m 


t  to  worship  Him  in 
The  truth  taught  in 


A  Prayer  for  Ourselves  •  Matthew  6:1 1;  Isaiah  38:1-7,  15-17 


The  first  part  of  Jesus’  model  prayer 
is  about  our  Father,  who  is,  according 
to  Jesus,  holy  and  heavenly.  Then  we 
are  to  seek  tnat  His  will  be  done  on 
earth.  In  this  plea,  we  surrender  to 
His  specific  plans  concerning  us  in¬ 
dividually  ana  collectively.  Alter  that, 
we  are  to  pray  about  our  needs.  Mat¬ 
thew  6:11  reads,  “Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread,"  (KJV). 

Prayer  is  far  more  than  only  bring¬ 
ing  our  needs  and  requests  to  God, 
though  we  usually  begin  our  prayers 
with  a  list  of  our  most  pressing  needs. 
Then  we  add  the  name  of  Jesus  at  the 
end  of  our  prayers  to  justify  our  re¬ 
quests  and  to  sound  more  spiritual: 
“In  Jesus’  name,  amen."  Jesus  gave 
us  *  different  approach.  In  the  Model 
Prayer,  the  prayer  is  half  over  before 
a  single  personal  request  is  made. 
When  we  are  focused  on  God,  seeking 
His  honor,  and  desiring  His  lordship 
and  will,  we  then  are  in  the  best  mind¬ 
set  tc  present  our  daily  needs  to  Him. 
This  lesson  will  focus  on  our  personal 
needs,  or  prayers  of  supplication.  Next 
week,  we  will  focus  on  our  prayers  for 
others,  or  intercession. 

Jesus  stressed  that  our  requests  be 
for  our  daily  bread.  In  that  aay,  most 
people  spent  1 »  ch  of  their  time  each 
aay  simple  seeking  enough  food  for 


their  families  for  that  day  alone.  That  He  is 
is  beyond  our  comprehension  with  vants 
our  full  pantries  and  over  flowing  gro-  that  ( 
eery  store  shelves.  Jesus  also  taught  as  wel 
in  Matthew  6:34,  "Take  therefore  no  Jar 
thought  for  the  morrow:  for  the  mor-  or  sis 
row  shall  take  thought  for  the  things  daily 
of  itself.  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  them, 
evil  thereof,”  (KJV).  In  the  Sermon  on  and  f 
the  Mount, 

Jesus  in- 
structcd  His  3 
disciples  to  .  — 

Bito  Studies  for  Life 

needs,  and  I 

decide  daily  _ 

to  follow 
the  Lord 

(Matthew  7:24-27,  KJV).  In  Lu 

Note  that  Jesus  led  His  disciples  man  v 
to  ask  in  prayer  for  daily  needs,  but  himse 
He  does  not  teach  how  tne  Lord  will  and  fo 
answer  those  prayers.  This  passage  is  phasii 
descriptive  of  now  we  are  commanded  Wh 
to  ask  the  Lord  for  our  needs  each  day.  Lord  i 
It  is  not  prescriptive,  however,  of  how  pasts, 
God  chooses  to  answer  every  request,  reiatk 
He  is  still  sovereign.  Prayer  brings  us  one.  Y 
in  line  with  God’s  will  but  does  not  al-  plans, 
ways  bring  God  in  line  with  oar  wills,  fresh 


He  is  the  Lord  and  we  are  His  ser¬ 
vants.  The  Model  Prayer  reminds  us 
that  God  desires  our  daily  surrender 
as  well  as  our  seeking  our  needs  daily. 

James  2:15-16  reads,  “If  a  brother 
or  sister  be  naked,  and  destitute  of 
daily  food.  And  one  of  you  say  unto 
them,  ‘Depart  in  peace,  be  ye  warmed 
and  filled;  notwithstanding  ye  give, 
them  not 
those  things 
which  are 
needful  to 
the  body; 
what  doth 
it  profit?" 
(KJV).  No¬ 
tice  the 
further  em¬ 
phasis  on 
aaily  food. 

In  Luke  9:23,  Jesus  taught,  “If  any 
man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  daily, 
and  follow  me,”  (KJV).  Again,  the  em¬ 
phasis  is  on  dying  to  self  daily. 

While  as  Christians,  we  trust  the 
Lord  for  our  futures  and  to  forgive  our 
pasts,  Jesus  desires  an  active,  daily 
relationship  with  believers,  not  a  stale 
one.  You  may  be  on  one  of  those  meal 

«i»  where  every  week  frozen  and 
food  is  shipped  to  your  home. 


along  with  details  on  how  to  prepare 
it.  Even  so,  you  still  eat  it  one  meal  at 
a  time.  We  do  not  pray  once  a  month 
to  cover  all  our  heart’s  praise,  our 
monthly  needs,  and  monthly  direc¬ 
tions  from  the  Lord,  all  in  advance. 
Wepray  daily  for  our  daily  needs.  God 
tola  the  woman  at  the  well  that  God 


the  Lord’s  Prayer  is  that  He  desires 
a  living,  daily  relationship  with  each 
believer. 

Attending  church  once  or  twice  a 
month  and  listening  to  a  sermon  is 
not  sufficient  for  us  to  have  a  living, 
vibrant  relationship  with  Jesus.  Like 
attempting  to  eat  only  once  a  week, 
occasionally  attending  church  is  not 
enough.  That  is  why  He  emphasized 
a  daily  relationship  with  Him.  Yes¬ 
terday  is  done  and  tomorrow  has  nai 
yet  arrived.  Today  is  the  day  to  spend 
time  with  the  Lord.  Think  about 
it.  When  we  praise  the  Lord  each  day, 
seek  His  will  for  each  day,  and  ask  for 
His  provision  each  day,  we  have  daily 
relationship  with  Jesus.  We  already 
live  life  dafly,  so  let's  live  it  daily  with 
Him. 

Henson  is  a  member  of  Meadow 
Grove  Church ,  Brandon. 


The  Baptist  Rbookd  November  /,  2018 


11 


Pastors  approve  of  Trump’s  job 
performance,  but  not  by  much 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  A  dim 

majority  of  pastors  say  they  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  job  U.S.  President 
Donald  Trump  has  done  in  the 
White  House,  according  to  a 
new  study  by  the  Nashville- 
based  evangelical  research  arm 
of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  that  specializes  in  surveys 
about  faith  in  culture  and  mat¬ 
ters  that  affect  churches. 

A  LifeWay  Research  study  of 
Protestant  senior  pastors  found 
*>i%  approve  of  how  Trump 
has  handled  the  job,  with  25% 
strongly  approving.  The  study 
was  conducted  Aug.  29-Sept.  11 . 

“After  almost  two  years  of 
Actions  and  statements  from 
the  White  House,  most  pastors 
likely  consider  some  positive 
and  others  negative,"  said  Scott 
McConnell,  executive  director 
of  LifeWay  Research.  “When 
asked  to  evaluate  the  president’s 
job  performance  with  no  neutral 
option,  most  pastors  approve." 

Still,  28%  of  those  surveyed 
say  they  disapprove  of  Trump’s 
leadership  and  another  20%  say 
they  aren't  sure. 

Compared  to  the  middle 
of  [former  U.S.1  President 
{Barack]  Obama's  first  term,  we 
see  twice  as  many  pastors  say 
.  they’re  undecided  on  President 
Trump’s  job  performance,"  Mc¬ 
Connell  said. 

In  the  lead-up  to  the  2010 
midterm  elections,  a  LifeWay 
Research  survey  found  30%  of 
Protestant  pastors  approved  of 
Obama’s  job  performance.  Six¬ 
ty-one  percent  disapproved  and 
only  nine  percent  said  thev  were 
not  sure. 


"There  is  no  lack  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  what  President  Trump  is 
doing  or  how  he  is  doing  it,”  said 
McConnell,  "so  the  undecided 
posture  appears  to  be  an  unwill¬ 
ingness  to  identify  with  either 
of the  political  sides  that  have 
emerged  in  American  politics." 

The  hesitancy  of  pastors  to 
take  sides  where  Donald  Trump 
is  concerned  stretches  back  to 
the  presidential  election. 

Despite  52%  of  Piotestant 
pastors  identifying  as  a  Republi¬ 
can  and  only  18%  calling  them¬ 
selves  Democrat  in  the  LifeWay 
Research  survey  prior  to  the 
November  2016  election,  only 

g%  said  they  planned  to  vote 
r  Trump.  A  full  40%  said  they 
were  undecided,  with  19%  plan¬ 
ning  to  vote  for  Hillary  Clinton. 

Pastors’  opinions  on 
Trump’s  performance  highlight 
divisions  among  them  wmch 
often  fall  along  political  lines. 
African-  American  pastors  are 
the  least  likely  to  approve  of 
the  president’s  handling  of  the 
job.  Only  four  percent  approve 
of  his  performance,  while  85% 
disapprove. 

Outside  of  African-Ameri¬ 
cans,  pastors  are  much  more 
split  -  £4%  percent  approve, 
along  with  47%  of  pastors  of 
other  ethnicities. 

"In  2016,  only  six  percent 
of  African-American  pastors 
identified  as  Republican  and 
nothing  in  President  Trump’s 
first  two  years  has  generated 
approval  from  African-Ameri¬ 
can  pastors  beyond  that  level," 
McConnell  noted. 

Younger  pastors  are  the 
least  likely  age  group. to  ap¬ 


prove  of  the  president’s  per¬ 
formance.  Forty-one  percent  of 


tormance.  Forty-one  percent  of 
those  ages  18-44  say  he’s  done 
a  good  job,  while  56%  of  those 
age  45  and  older  support  his 
job  performance . 

loose  young  pastors  are 
also  more  likely  to  say  they’re 
not  sure  about  the  president.  A 
quarter  are  unsure,  compared 
with  18%  of  pastors  ages  55-64 
and  16%  of  pastors  ages  65  and 
older. 

In  2016,  pastors  ages  18-44 
were  the  least  likely  to  identify 
with  a  political  party  and  least 
likely  to  su  pport  Donald  Trump 
as  a  candidate,  McComfeO  said. 

"They  are  less  tied  to  tradi¬ 
tional  political  identities  and  re¬ 
main  alow  to  express  approval  of 
President  Trump,"  he  observed 
Pastors’  responses  are  also 

?plit  across  denominations. 

entecostals  (86%)  and  Bap¬ 
tists  (68%)  are  most  likely  to 
approve  ot  the  president’s  per¬ 
formance. 

Church  of  Christ  pastors 
(55%)  and  Lutherans  (41%) 
are  more  split,  while  few  Pres- 
byterian/Reforraed  (28%)  and 
Methodists  (25%)  say  they  sup¬ 
port  the  job  Trump  has  done. 

Even  in  the  denominational 
divides,  views  on  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  performance  largely  fol¬ 
low  political  leanings,  McCon¬ 
nell  noted. 

In  2016,  pastors  in  Pente¬ 
costal  (76%)  and  Baptist  (67%) 
churches  were  most  likely  to  be 
Republicans.  Pastors  in  Pres- 
bvterian/Reformed  (20%)  and 
Methodist  (25%)  churches  were 
least  likely  to  say  they’re  part  of 
the  GOP,  .Y.W,  , 


Other  findings  in  the  2018 
survey  include: 

■  Pastors  of  churches  with 
less  than  50  in  attendance 
are  the  least  likely  to  approve 
of  Trump’s  job  performance 
(42%). 

■  Pastors  in  the  South  (55%) 
and  West  (57%)  are  more  likely 
to  approve  than  those  in  the 
Northeast  (40%). 

■  Male  pastors  (56%)  are 
more  likely  to  approve  than  fe¬ 
male  pastors  (30%). 

■  Pastors  with  no  college 
degree  (71%)  or  a  bachelor’s 
degree  (67%)  are  more  likely  to 
approve  than  those  with  a  mas¬ 


ter’s  degree  (41%)  or  a  doctoral 
degree  (52%). 

■  Self- identified  evangelical 
pastori  (63%)  are  more  likely 
to  approve  than  self-identified 


pastors  (41%). 

“With  the  majority  of  Protes¬ 
tant  pastors  identifying  as  Re¬ 
publican,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
a  majority  approve  of  President 
Trump  in  his  first  term,"  McCo¬ 
nnell  said.  “Clearly,  pastors'  po¬ 
litical  views  factor  in  how  they 
evaluate  the  president's  leader¬ 
ship  and  accomplishments  in 
the  first  half  of  his  term." 

For  more  information  on  this 
Andy,  visit  UfeWayResearclunui. 


i  those  with  a  mas- 


U.N.  climate  report  seen  as  outside  of  Scripture 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  A  United 
Nations  report  calling  for  "un¬ 
precedented"  changes  in  ener¬ 
gy  use  to  limit  climate  change 
is  unnecessarily  alarmist  and 
seems  informed  by  a  non-bib- 
iical  view  of  human  life,  say 
both  a  Southern  Baptist  cli¬ 
mate  scientist  and  a  seminary 
president 

"Look  at  the  real  data,"  said 

John  Christy,  a _ -  . 

former  lead  au¬ 
thor  for  the  U.N. 
Intergovern¬ 
mental  Panel  on 
Climate  Change 
(IPC C)  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  pro¬ 
fessor  of  atmo-  CHJM_TY 
spheric  science 
at  the  University  of  Alabama 
at  Huntsville.  Christy  is  also  a 
former  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary. 

"Remember  that  human  life 
is  precious  and  thus  providing 
access  to  [energy  sources]  that 
enhance  human  life  is  really  the 
moral  track  to  take  here.  1  just 
wouldn’t  be  too  excited  about 
these  reports  from  government 


entities  like  the  United  Nations." 

The  IPCC  released  a  report 
Oct  7  recommending  govern¬ 
ments  cut  carbon  emissions  in  a 
manner  that  would  limit  global 
temperature  increases  to  1.5  de¬ 
grees  Celsius.  Such  cuts  would 

mecedented’^mo^cations  of 
human  society,  according  to  the 
report,  but  would  limit  sea-level 
rise,  Arctic  ice-melting,  and 
coral  reef  reduction. 

Among  changes  required  to 
meet  the  1.5-degree  goal,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  report: 

■  Renewable  sources  would 
have  to  supply  at  least  70%  of 
the  world’s  electricity  by  2050. 

■  Coal  use  to  produce  elec¬ 
tricity  would  have  to  be  virtu¬ 
ally  eliminated. 

■  At  least  1.2  billion  acres 
of  pastureland  and  food  crops 
for  humans  and  animals  ' would 
have  to  be  converted  to  grow 
crops  designated  for  energy  use 
and  trees  that  store  carbon. 

“We’ve  delivered  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  governments,"  said 
Jim  Skea,  current  co-chair  of 
the  IPCC  panel  that  produced 


the  report,  according  to  The 
Washington  Post.  ‘It’s  now 
their  responsibility...  to  decide 
whether  they  can  act  on  it" 

R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr,  presi¬ 
dent  of  South¬ 
ern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky., 
said  the  IPCCs 
suggested  path 
forward  ’Isn’t 
really  a  serious 

proposal"  be-  j_ _ 

cause  "the  peo-  mohlbi 
pie  who  came  up 
with  this  report  and  the  people 
who  are  reporting  about  the 
report  are  living  on  airplanes, 
and  they,  are  driving  in  cars, 
and  they  are  using  all  the  arti¬ 
facts"  of  the  Industrial  Revolu¬ 
tion  which  the  report  implies 
should  be  scaled  back. 

The  report  has  some  scientif¬ 
ic  credibility,  Mohler  said  Oct.  9 
on  his  podcast  The  Briefing,  but 
"there  is  a  deep  anti-humanism 
that  runs  through  so  much  of 
the  ecological  movement"  and 
motivates  proposals  to  protect 
the  environment  at  the  expense 
of  human  well-being. 


God’s  mandate  to  humans 
in  Genesis  1:28  calls  them  to 
both  care  for  creation  and  to 
harness  it  for  human  flourish¬ 
ing,  Mohler  said  —  not  return 
to  pre-industrial  Revolution 
ways  of  life. 

Christy  told  Baptist  Press  sci¬ 
entists  generally  agree  the  earth 
is  wanning  and  that  humans 
have  played  some  role  in  the 
warming,  but  "no  one  knows 
die  percentage  of  wanning  that 
may  be  due  to  greenhouse  gas¬ 
es  [though]  in  our  research  it 
doesn’t  look  like  much." 

In  addition,  die  effects  of 
wanning  are  less  significant 
than  is  sometimes  portrayed, 
Christy  said,  noting  God  made 
the  world  "pretty  tough." 

"When  you  just  look  at  real- 
world  data,  you  don’t  find  the 
catastrophic  changes  occurring" 
claimed  by  some  environmen¬ 
talists,  he  pointed  out.  Even  the 
IPCC  “has  to  admit  tornadoes 
actually  have  declined  is  the 
Unitea  States  in  the  last  60-70 
years.  Atlantic  hurricanes  ac¬ 
tually  have  declined  in  the  Last 
hundred  years.” 


Tine  world  should  continue  to 
burn  fossil  fuels  but  "make  sure 
the  poisons  don’t  go  into  the  at¬ 
mosphere,  like  the  sulfur  diox¬ 
ides  and  the  nitrogen  oxides,* 
Christy  said. 

As  a  former  missionary  in  Af¬ 
rica,  Christy  said  be  has  seen  how 
energy  can  improve  the  lives  of 
the  worMVpoor,  which  is  more 


"When  you've  lived  in  a  place 
like  Africa,  you  know  that  life 
without  energy  is  brutal  and 
short,"  Christy  said.  "The  drive 
you  should  have,  if  you  have  a 
moral  sense  about  yourself,  is 
that  you  would  want  to  provide 
energy  for  people  who  don’t 
have  it,  because  energy  is  a  key 
factor  in  creating  a  longer  and 
better  life  for  the  billion  poor 
people  who  don’t  even  nave 
electricity.* 

A  2007  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  resolution  on  glob¬ 
al  wanning  urged  Southern 
Baptists  “to  proceed  cautiously 
in  the  human-induced  global 
warming  debate  in  light  of  con¬ 
flicting  scientific  research." 
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